
Australia’s last 
unspoilt 
paradise 



And now picture your days filled with hammock naps 
or strolls along far-off  beaches, water activities, and 
watching the sun dip into the ocean without the 
crowds. 

Incredibly remote but just a half-day flight from Perth, 
it’s a simple, laid-back way of life on Cocos. A place 
where time seems to slow down. 

This is a tropical island made for ocean lovers. Whether 
you’re kitesurfing, diving, island hopping or just floating in 
the lagoon, Cocos offers the perfect mix of adventure 
and relaxation. 

The azure, warm waters surrounding Cocos form one of 
the largest protected marine sanctuaries in the world. 
Home to over 500 species of fish, vibrant corals, turtles, 
dolphins and more, the surrounding marine park is one 
of Australia’s best spots for snorkelling and diving. 

Beyond the beach, explore walking trails, spot rare 
birdlife, learn the island’s unique history or play a round 
of golf. Natural, undeveloped beauty is in abundance 
here, along with a rich history influenced by both 
westerners and the Cocos Malay settlers. 

Welcome to paradise! 

Imagine swaying palm trees, 
endless white-sand beaches and 
waters varying between brilliant 
navy blues to the clearest 
turquoise. 

Island 
Dreaming 



Apart from sailing a yacht or 

catamaran, the best way to reach the 

Cocos Keeling Islands is to fly. 
QantasLink offers two flights each week 
on Monday and Friday from Perth. 
Flights include a stop at Christmas 
Island, which offers the perfect 
opportunity to extend your island 
holiday by a few days or more. 

At a glance 

The Cocos Keeling Islands are an Australian territory 
located in the Indian Ocean 2750 kilometres north-west of 
Perth and 900km from Christmas Island. The territory 
consists of a group of 27 islands that form two flat, 
low-lying coral atolls in a total land area of about 14 square 
kilometres. 

Cocos operates one-and-a-half hours behind Australian 
Western Standard Time (AWST), which is GMT +6:30. 

Of the 27 islands, just two are inhabited: West Island, 
which has a population of around 120 people, and Home 
Island with approximately 450 Cocos Malay residents. 

The other 25 uninhabited tropical islands are the way 
nature intended them to be, undeveloped and pristine. 

The Cocos Keeling Islands are an offshore territory of 
Australia, so you will holiday among a small, welcoming 
expat community of Australian English speakers on the 11 
kilometre long West Island. Across the lagoon you’ll find 
local Home Islanders speaking Cocos Malay and English. 

LOCATION 

LOCAL TIME 

LANGUAGE  

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/travel-info/how-to-get-here/flights/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=flights


SEASONS 

Blessed with year-long warm tropical climate, the Cocos 
Islands are great to visit any time of the year. The best time 
depends on your interests. 

From May to October, the trade winds bring steady breezes 
perfect for kitesurfing and windsurfing. Between November and 
April, the winds ease off making more remote parts of the atoll 
more accessible. These calmer conditions are ideal for diving 
and birdwatching. 

No matter what season, you can expect warm days and balmy 
evenings ranging between a comfortable 25 to 30 degrees. 

DRESS 

It’s relaxed here, so you can be too. All you really need are 
your bathers, sunhat, light clothing, and a beach towel! Shoes 
for beach or reef walking are recommended, and flip flops 
are the go around town. 

The Cocos sun is strong (even on cloudy days), so pack a 
high SPF sunblock and a rash shirt to stay sun safe. 

For visits to Home Island, please ensure your shoulders and 
knees are covered to respect the local Cocos Malay culture. 

HOME ISLAND CULTURE 

A short ferry ride across the lagoon takes you to Home 
Island and into the heart of the Cocos Malay community. 

This tiny, close-knit community has been shaped over 
more than a 150 years by shared traditions, religion and a 
strong sense of family. The local language is a form of old 
“Trading Malay”, preserved through generations. 

Wander along the village foreshore, taste traditional Cocos 
Malay dishes, explore the museum and the historic 1880s 
mansion Oceania House, and meet elders who share 
cultural practices such as flax weaving, coconut oil making, 
and jukong boat racing. 

CURRENCY 

The islands operate in Australian Dollars and are duty free. 
Credit cards are best, and most businesses accept them. 
Most West Island businesses have EFTPOS facilities. 
However, small businesses appreciate smaller notes and 
change, so bring some cash as well. 

An ATM is located within the Community Resource Centre. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/about/weather/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=weather


Wherever you choose to stay for your getaway, 
the unique island beauty of Cocos is on your 
doorstep. From beachside bungalows and 
self-contained apartments to family-friendly 
holiday houses, your stay on Cocos will be a 
memorable one. 

Most of the accommodation is located on West 
Island and mainly self-contained. Most offer 
various amenities such as air-conditioning, 
ceiling fans, fully equipped kitchens, quality linen, 
washing machines, beach towels, barbecue 
areas and more. 

Take a step back in time and stay at historic 
Oceania House, or immerse yourself in the 
unique Cocos Malay culture at a local homestay. 

Most accommodation includes a complimentary 
airport pick up and check in. All properties are 
close to the lagoon or ocean, with many offering 
spectacular views over the water. 

WEST ISLAND  

HOME ISLAND  

There are lots of great options for 

families, groups of friends, couples 
or solo adventurers. With just 144 
beds on Cocos, it’s important to 
book in advance! Check out what’s 
available and book at 
www.cocoskeelingislands.com.au 

Where 
to stay 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/stay/accommodation/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=accommodation


Water Activities & 
Experiences 

UNSPOILT PARADISE 

SNORKELLING & DIVING 

Snorkelling on Cocos is a must! The shallow waters 
and protected conditions are great for all ages and 
experience levels. 

Be prepared to be awed by colourful corals in the 
atoll’s reef, and more than 500 Indian Ocean fish 
species, along with huge numbers of hawksbill and 
green turtles. 

Bring your own gear or hire snorkelling equipment 
from the Visitor Centre, where you can also get tips 
on the best local spots. 

When it comes to scuba diving, Cocos Keeling 
Islands ticks all the boxes. The water temperature 
hovers between 26 and 29 degrees. Average visibility 
is 25 metres. There are over 20 uncrowded diving 
sites and a varied atoll terrain for divers of all abilities. 
Add minimal travel time to the list, and you will have 
an unforgettable underwater experience like no 
other. 

With over 1,500 species of marine life, including 
the rare yellow-headed angelfish found only here, 
divers often encounter manta rays, playful 
dolphins and curious turtles in this pristine 
underwater world. 

HIRE A DINGHY OR HEAD 
OUT WITH A LOCAL GUIDE 

There are plenty of ways to explore the 
turquoise lagoon, uninhabited islands and 
local wildlife. 

Join a motorised canoe safari and cruise along 
the water, stopping to snorkel along the way 
and spot the colourful skinks on Pulu Belan. 

If you prefer to explore on your own, hire your 
own dinghy and head southwards in the 
lagoon to float between uninhabited islands 
and snorkelling spots like Pulu Maraya. 

The azure waters surrounding the 
Cocos Keeling Islands form one of the 
largest protected marine sanctuaries 
in the world, covering 467,054 square 
kilometres. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/snorkelling/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=snorkelling
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/scuba-diving/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=scuba
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/operator/cocosday-boat-hire/#/tours/145915?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=boat_hire
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/operator/cocos-islands-adventure-tours/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=canoe


SWIMMING  

A daily dip in the ocean is a must-do on Cocos. On 
West Island, there are swimming beaches at Scout 
Park and Trannies, great for kids and swimmers of all 
levels. Over at Home Island, the white sand and 
turquoise waters at Turtle Beach offer an idyllic way 
to spend a few hours. 

KITE SURFING & WINDSURFING 

Recognised as one of the best places in the 
world to enjoy these invigorating sports, the 
Cocos lagoon comes alive during the ‘winter’ 
months of July to October. The southeast trade 
winds bring ideal conditions for kitesurfers and 
windsurfers looking for small crowds, lots of 
space and perfect conditions. 

The waist-deep, warm, clear-blue waters offer 
the perfect setup for beginners who want to 
learn. Experienced riders will love the flat and 
spacious conditions to practice new tricks. 

Make your own way to Cocos and bring your 
own gear, or join a tour to take advantage of 
full packages with flights, accommodation, 
equipment hire and - most important - 
experienced instructors for beginner to 
advanced lessons. 

Experience fishing like never before. There are few 
places in the world offering such fishing diversity as 
the Cocos Keeling Islands. Local tour guides offer 
boat trips into the lagoon and beyond, where you can 
hunt for XL bonefish, bluefin, giant trevally, milkfish, 
coral trout, napoleon, triggerfish, sailfish and more. 

Cast a line beachside from many picturesque points 
around West Island and Home Island, or grab your 
spear and head into the blue. Pick up guidelines on 
what to catch and where from the Visitor’s Centre. 

FISHING 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/kitesurfing/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=kiting
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/fishing-2/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=fishing


Land Based 
Activities 

BIRDWATCHING AND WILDLIFE 

The Cocos Keeling Islands are a birder’s paradise. The 
islands are known for special sightings of vagrant 
species from Asia, Europe and even Africa, with 
several resident species found nowhere else in 
Australia. 

As the only land mass within a 900 km radius, the 
Cocos Keeling Islands are unique in bird attraction. 

We are the only location in Australia that attracts birds 
on both the East Asian-Australian flyway and the Indian 
flyway as well as the Western Paleoarctic. Incredibly, 
the islands are also often a refuge for birds from Africa 
or the Middle East. 

Over on the Pulu Keeling National Park, the 
Red-footed Booby has one of the largest 
breeding colonies in the world. 

Due to the island’s closeness, boobies can often be 
seen in the southern atoll. 

Common sightings include the White-breasted 
Waterhen, Intermediate Egret, Western Reef Heron, 
Saunders’s Tern, Green Junglefowl and several 
species of waders. 

Along with these are the ever-present frigatebirds, 
noddies, boobies and tropicbirds soaring around the 
atoll. Local tour guides are also up for helping visitors 
reach hard-to-reach places in the lagoon to find one 
of the local specialities or even a MEGA or two. The 
best time to visit Cocos Keeling Islands for 
birdwatching is from November to early March. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/island-life/birdwatching-wildlife/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=birding


ARTS & PHOTOGRAPHY 

A visit to Cocos is not complete without a stop at the art 
gallery housed in the restored Big Barge on West Island. 
This one-of-a-kind gallery showcases original local 
artworks for sale, such as paintings, photo canvases, 
textiles, carvings and jewellery. After a look around the 
gallery, pull up under the palms with an ice-cold drink and 
homemade treat and watch the waves roll in. 

WALKING AND BEACHCOMBING 

The Cocos Keeling Islands offer an extraordinary 
experience unlike anywhere else. The 
horseshoe-shaped atoll encloses a lagoon that is 
remarkably shallow at low tide, opening up paths 
between islands. Reach out to the Visitor Centre for 
more information. 

Walking or beachcombing is also a great way to 
discover the unique flora and fauna of Cocos. Relax 
and contemplate life as you stroll along the 
white-sand beaches. 

Cocos is a crab haven, home to many species you’ll 
see on beaches and forest floors. Look out for the 
purple land crab, red hermit crab and horn-eyed 
ghost crab. The huge robber crab and Christmas 
Island red crab are rarer but equally exciting to find. 
Or simply marvel at the turquoise water and soak up 
time and space in one of the world’s most remote 
and beautiful getaways. 

GOLF 

Why not play a round of golf on one of the most 
unique courses you’re ever likely to encounter? The 
Cocos Keeling Islands Golf Course is the only 
course that plays across an international runway. 

Join the locals for Thursday golf, which is great fun 
for beginners to advanced, or arrange to play a 
round with friends. To find out about club hire call in 
at the Visitor Centre. 

BIRDING TOURS 

Birding Tours Australia offers special packaged 
tours on Cocos Keeling Islands and Christmas 
Island designed for birders, twitchers and 
photographers. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/big-barge-art-gallery/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=barge
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/activities/golf-scroungers/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=golf


ISLAND HOPPING 

Island 
Hopping 

UNSPOILT PARADISE 

With 27 coral islands making up the Cocos Atoll, there’s plenty to 
explore. For days lazing on white sand under the palms, you can’t 
go past Direction Island or Pulu Belan Madar - two islands that 
were named some of the best beaches in Australia. 

Whether you seek solitude on an uninhabited island, a chance to 
glimpse seabirds or simple relaxation on a deserted beach, 
there’s an island just for you. Island hopping can be done with 
the local ferry between West, Home and Direction islands, or by 
joining one of the tours to other islands of the atoll. For more 
information visit cocoskeelingislands.com.au  

WEST ISLAND 

At only 11 kilometres long, West Island’s size makes it perfect to 
get around by bicycle or vehicle to explore the many trails and 
beaches. Take a plunge in the turquoise Indian Ocean at the safe 
and popular Trannies Beach or watch the kitesurfers and 
windsurfers at the Yacht Club while you enjoy a picnic lunch. 
Afterwards you can take a cultural break at the art gallery, grab a 
coffee from the café, or chat to the locals over a drink at the 
Cocos Club. 

Take a boat trip out to Horsburgh Island, known to the local 
Cocos Malay as “Pulu Luar”. Here you can enjoy the privacy of 
the island where you can walk along the white sandy beaches 
or swim and snorkel in the amazing surrounding waters. The 
remains of six-inch guns, which were installed in 1941 to protect 
the atoll’s main entrance and anchorage, lay on the reef of 
Horsburgh Island. 

HORSBURGH ISLAND 

HOME ISLAND 

A short ferry ride across the lagoon takes you to the home of 
the Cocos Malay, which offers a great contrast to West Island. 
Take a guided cultural tour, sample spicy Malay cuisine and 
simply wander around the stunning foreshores with views 
across the azure lagoon. Explore the Home Island Museum to 
discover local culture and traditions, Australian naval history, 
native flora and fauna. Then discover the history of the early 
owners of the islands, the Clunies-Ross family at their former 
residence, Oceania House. 



DIRECTION ISLAND 

A day trip to this picture-perfect island is a must! A brief ferry trip away, it 
offers exquisite white sandy beaches, shady shelters, wood-fired 
barbeques, ecotoilets and walking trails. Snorkel the ‘Rip’, renowned for 
its diverse and vividly coloured marine life or just relax in the 
surroundings of a crystal-clear lagoon. 

PULU MARAYA 

Take a low-tide reef walk from Scout Park to the 
tiny island of Pulu Maraya for excellent 
snorkelling. This is a great location to take the 
kids and enjoy seeing a variety of different fish 
species and maybe even the resident octopus. 

PRISON ISLAND 

Between Home and Direction islands, Pulu Beras (or 
‘rice island’ as it’s known in Malay) is a place of 
legend. The Cocos Malay say a mermaid lives here, 
calling home any Cocos-born people who leave the 
islands’ shores. Enjoy an easy walk around the 
island, swim in the shallow waters and soak up the 
tropical experience. 



FERRY SERVICE 

A regular interisland ferry connects West and 
Home islands six days a week, with additional 
services between West and Direction islands on 
Thursdays and Saturdays. 

A local bus service from the settlement to the jetty 
on West Island departs 30 minutes prior to the 
departure of the ferry. Cash-only fee payable on 
board the ferry and bus. Further information and 
timetables are available at the Visitor Centre. 

INTERNET 

A holiday on Cocos is a chance to slow down and 
disconnect. There is no mobile phone reception here, 
but most accommodation providers offer WIFI. Check 
our website for the latest before you fly. 

EATING OUT 

Dine under the stars, try Cocos Malay cuisine and 
pick up takeaways made with love. 

There are a handful of locally run eateries on West 
and Home islands offering everything from 
homemade sourdough and stone-grilled pizzas to 
spicy Malay cuisine. You can also arrange a 
special gourmet picnic with bubbles to enjoy by 
the ocean. 

SHOPPING AND LOCAL BUSINESS 

The beauty of a visit to Cocos is that it’s an 
escape from the crowds and shopping malls. 

While it’s all about getting back to undeveloped 
nature here, shoppers can find raw honey, 
handicrafts and coconut treats from local makers, 
art pieces, hire snorkel gear and pick up 
mementos from a handful of local outlets. 

Island 
Services 

VEHICLE, GOLF BUGGY AND 
BICYCLE HIRE 

A number of local car hire companies offer a range of 
cars, single or double cab utes or 4WDs. They’ll 
provide baby seats and booster seats if needed. 

There are bikes and e-bikes too, which offer an 
exhilarating ride through coconut jungle tracks and 
on the vast beaches at low tide. Pre-book online or 
chat to the Visitor Centre team when you land. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/what-to-know-before-you-come/ferry-timetable/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=ferry
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/eat-drink/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=eat
https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/stay/car-hire/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=car_hire


Sample 
Itineraries 

SEVEN DAYS, LANDING FRIDAY  

Friday 
Selemat datang, welcome! 

Start easing into island life with a quick dip, a beach 
walk, or a gentle explore around West Island. 

When the sun starts to drop, head to the Cocos Club 
for a cold drink and happy hour from 5–6pm. 

Saturday 
Spend the day in paradise on Direction Island. 

Pack a picnic and hop on the ferry to Direction Island, 
home to one of Australia’s most beautiful beaches. 
Relax on white-sand shores, swim in clear turquoise 
water, and enjoy up to six hours in this idyllic setting. 

Direction Island is also home to The Rip, a 
world-famous natural drift snorkel where you may 
spot vibrant reef fish, corals, giant wrasse, parrotfish 
and reef sharks. 

Sunday 
Slow down and embrace the laid-back Sunday vibe 
on Cocos. 

Explore the southern islands on a Motorised Canoe 
Tour, with wildlife encounters above and below the 
water. Highlights include a drift snorkel at Pulu 
Maraya and the chance to spot the islands’ striking 
blue-tailed skinks. 



Thursday 
Choose your own island adventure. 

Take the ferry back to Direction Island, or try your hand at 
fishing with options for all experience levels — from lagoon 
fishing for coral trout to offshore trips for dogtooth tuna 
and wahoo. Beach fishing tours are also available, or you 
can cast a line on your own. 

If you’re keen for a round of golf across the runway, 
Scroungers Golf Club is open to all. Tee-off at 3:30pm. 

Friday 
One last island morning before you fly home. 

With flights departing in the afternoon, there’s still time for 
an early trip to Home Island, one final swim, or a last 
relaxed morning soaking up the Cocos atmosphere before 
take-off. 

Flights on Friday stop on Christmas Island before heading 
to Perth - offering the perfect opportunity to extend your 
trip to include both islands. 

Before you travel 
Book ahead to avoid missing out 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands tourism operators are mostly 
small, family-run businesses with limited capacity. We 
strongly recommend booking tours and experiences 
before travelling. 

Monday 
Discover the incredible underwater world of the 
atoll. 

Join a local skipper with Cocosday or Cocos Blue 
for a snorkelling trip to some of the lagoon’s best 
spots on the eastern side of the atoll. 

Want to go deeper? Explore two of the lagoon’s 
20+ dive sites on a scuba tour with Cocos Dive. 

Tuesday 
Meet local makers and discover island creativity. 

Hire an e-bike and cruise between beaches, scenic 
tracks and island stops at your own pace. Along the 
way, visit the Big Barge Art Gallery to browse locally 
made arts and crafts in a restored barge by the 
ocean, then stop in at Wild Coconut Estate to learn 
about local coconut production and sample their 
coconut ice cream. 

Later, explore hidden tracks on foot with the Hash 
House Harriers. 

Wednesday 
Experience the culture and history of Home 
Island. 

Catch the ferry across the lagoon to Home Island 
and join Ossie’s Home Island Cultural Tour to learn 
about the history, traditions and daily life of the 
Cocos Malay community, who have called the 
island home for 200 years. 

Visit the Pulu Cocos Museum and Oceania House, 
then finish the day with a delicious Cocos Malay 
buffet dinner. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/tours/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=tours


SEVEN DAYS, LANDING MONDAY  

Monday 
Welcome to island time 

Arrive on Cocos (Keeling) Islands and ease into 
the week with a relaxed afternoon on West 
Island. Take a swim, stretch your legs on the 
beach, or enjoy a gentle wander as you settle 
in. 

Tuesday 
West Island by e-bike, with local stops along 
the way 

Pick up an e-bike and spend the day exploring 
West Island at an easy pace, cruising between 
beaches, coastal tracks and local favourites. 

Stop in at the Big Barge Art Gallery to browse locally 
made arts and crafts, then continue to Wild Coconut 
Estate for a look at local coconut production (and a 
taste of their coconut ice cream). 

Wednesday 
Home Island culture, history and a Malay feast 

Take the ferry across to Home Island for a day 
immersed in the culture and stories of the Cocos 
Malay community. Join Ossie’s Home Island Cultural 
Tour to learn about local life, traditions and the 
history of the island, home to the Cocos Malay for 
200 years. 

You can also visit the Pulu Cocos Museum and 
Oceania House before wrapping up the day with a 
much-loved Cocos Malay buffet dinner, then return to 
West Island on the late ferry. 



Thursday 
Direction Island and the Rip 

Pack your picnic and hop on the ferry to Direction 
Island for a full day in one of the most spectacular 
settings in the atoll. Spend your time swimming, 
snorkelling or relaxing beneath the palms on brilliant 
white sand. 

Don’t miss The Rip, the island’s famous natural drift 
snorkel, where you may see colourful reef fish, coral, 
giant wrasse, parrotfish and even reef sharks in 
crystal-clear water. 

For something a little different, Scroungers Golf Club 
welcomes visitors for a social round, with tee-off at 
3:30pm. 

Friday 
Snorkel or dive the atoll 

Head out on the water with a local operator to 
explore the eastern side of the atoll. Join Cocosday 
or Cocos Blue for a snorkelling trip to some of the 
lagoon’s best sites, with clear water and abundant 
marine life. 

If you’re a diver, book with Cocos Dive and discover 
part of the lagoon’s network of 20+ dive sites. 

Saturday 
A flexible day for fishing or another island escape 

Use today to choose your own adventure. You may 
want to catch the ferry back to Direction Island for 
another beach day, or head out on a fishing tour with 
options ranging from relaxed lagoon fishing to 
offshore trips targeting species such as dogtooth 
tuna and wahoo. Beach fishing options are also 
available for those who prefer to stay on land. 

Sunday 
Wildlife encounters on the southern islands 

Sundays are made for slowing down, and the 
Motorised Canoe Tour is a fantastic way to explore 
the southern islands at a relaxed pace. 

Expect memorable wildlife encounters both above 
and below the water, including a drift snorkel at Pulu 
Maraya and the chance to spot the islands’ 
eye-catching blue-tailed skinks. 

Monday 
One last island morning before you fly 
home 

Enjoy a final swim, a relaxed beach walk, or 
one last coffee before take-off. You can fit in 
a short outing to Home Island — then it’s 
time to say goodbye to Cocos. 

Before you travel 
Book early for tours and experiences 

Many Cocos (Keeling) Islands experiences 
are run by small, family-operated 
businesses, and places can fill quickly. 
Booking ahead is strongly recommended,. 

https://cocoskeelingislands.com.au/things-to-do/see-do/tours/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=print&utm_campaign=holiday_planner&utm_content=tours


Two islands, 
one trip 

UNSPOILT PARADISE 

Located just 90 minutes 
from Cocos, Christmas 
Island is a natural wonder 

that shouldn’t be missed 
when travelling to 
Australia’s Indian Ocean 
territories. 

TOP THINGS TO DO ON 
CHRISTMAS ISLAND 
With lush rainforests, rare birdlife, 
hidden beaches, sweeping ocean 
views and plenty of adventure, 
Christmas Island is full of 
unforgettable experiences. Here’s 
our pick of the best things to do. 

ADVENTURE WITH 
WILDLIFE 

Nestled on the edge of the Java 
Trench, the deepest point in the 
Indian Ocean, Christmas Island is a 
paradise for scuba diving, 
snorkelling, and freediving 
enthusiasts. Here, divers can 
encounter impressive pelagic 
species, spinner dolphins, and 
turtles, not to mention over 
eighty-eight coral species and over 
six hundred different kinds of fish. 
For an on-land experience, trek the 
rugged trail to the Golf Course 
Lookout for awe-inspiring coastal 
vistas and the chance to spot 
exotic birds like red-footed 

boobies, endangered Christmas 
Island frigate birds and golden 
bosuns in their natural habitat. 

EXPLORE DOLLY BEACH 

A leisurely two-kilometre stroll 
through a lush rainforest on a 
boardwalk guides you to this 
extraordinary destination. 

Dolly Beach is a stunning spot with 
white sand, calm shallow waters and 
a vibrant coral reef, all framed by 
towering coconut palms. Take a dip 
in the natural rock pool known as the 
Dolly Beach Spa, and keep an eye out 
for the friendly giant robber crabs 
that often wander by. 

THE GROTTO 
Unwind amidst the natural beauty of 
the Grotto. Take a refreshing dip in 
the sandy-floored natural pool, 
nestled beneath the sun-drenched 
cave entrance, and experience a 
serene escape from the island’s 
warmth. 

WEST WHITE BEACH 
Seclusion and natural splendour 
sum up West White Beach. Take an 
Indian Ocean Experiences tour 
which starts with a 30-minute 4WD 
drive to the beach’s access point. 
From there, embark on a fulfilling 
one-hour hike, which includes 
navigating down a short cliff  with 
the aid of a provided rope, to reach 
this untouched coastal paradise. 
Framed by captivating rock pools, 
West White Beach is among the 
most remote beaches on the planet. 
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